
 Friday 22nd November  

 

 

Follow us on Twitter—Brookhurst2330, download the app for Iphone and Android devices or visit the 

school’s website—www.brookhurstprimary.com  

Admission to  

Primary School 

 
Is your child due to start 

school in September 

2014? 

 

You can apply for your 

school place NOW on line 

at  

 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/

applyforschool  

 

Or telephone 

 

01926 742 037 

 

Closing date for on-line 

applications is  

 

Wednesday 15th  

January 2014 

 

I only went in to school to listen to reading and the next 

minute I was ensconced on a bench in the hall             

surrounded by all the children from the school. 

 

I spent the next half an hour joyfully listening to Mrs 

Russell bring out such happiness in the children;           

of wonderful melodies and rounds of songs which        

explored world issues such as appreciating our water 

supply and fair-trade foods. 

 

Then I stood up and had to learn a song with them. 

Words which the children picked up so effortlessly,  

I struggled to remember and I watched in awe as their 

smiling faces and actions collided to make a fabulous 

show.  

 

You could see written all over their faces how much fun 

they were having. 

 

Song is such a powerful medium for learning and      

bringing people together.  

 

I compliment Brookhurst for encouraging this through 

Feel the Buzz and music classes with Mrs Honey. 

 

Sharon Hart 

 

See some of the wonderful songs being              

performed on the TV screen in the entrance hall 

Diary Dates 

are on page 2 
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Foundation and Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

FAK 99.7% 3A 98.5% 

FP 96% 3L 100% 

1F 97.3% 4G 96% 

1M 97.3% 4W 99.4% 

2AH 95.7% 5B 100% 

2W 97.3% 5S 97% 

  6H 98.3% 

  6T 96.9% 

Attendance 

Week ending 15.11.13 

 

25.11.13– 

28.11.13 

Scholastic Book Fair 

27.11.13 1F Class Assembly 

28.11.13 1M Class Assembly 

13.12.13 Caterpillar Nursery         

Nativity play  

16.12.13 F/Y1 Christmas Production 

-  6:30 

17.12.13 Years 2&3 Christmas      

Production—2:15 

17.12.13 Years 4-6 Christmas     

Production at St Mark’s 

Church 

18.12.13 Children’s Christmas 

Lunch 

18.12.13 F/Y1 Christmas Production 

-  2:15 

18.12.13 Years 2&3 Christmas  

Production—6:30 

19.12.13 Choir to perform in Y3/4 

Merit Assembly—9:05 

19.12.13 Years 5&6 Merit Assembly  

-  10:10 

20.12.13 Foundation, Y1 and Y2 

Merit Assembly – 9:05  

20.12.13 End of Term 

06.01.14 INSET Day 

07.01.14 Start of Spring term 

15.01.14 Closing Date for Primary 

School Applications  

20.01.14 Parent Forum meeting—

7:30  

17.02.14

—

21.02.14 

Spring Half term holiday 

24.02.14 Return to school 

Parent and Carers Questionnaire 

 

Thank you for all the parent and carers who 

completed a Questionnaire while attending 

the Parent consultation evenings. 

 

We will publish the results of the             

questionnaire in next week’s newsletter. 

 

Many thanks again for taking time to express 

your views about school. 



 Friday 22nd November  

 

Birthday sweets 

 
A concerned parent has contacted school with the regards sweets being given out to celebrate         

children’s birthdays. They write; 

 

“I would like to take account of the continued insistence of handing sweets out regularly within the class during 

school time. I would like to point out that all Jelly ie Gelatine based sweets are neither vegetarian or kosha, they 

are made by boiling skin cartilage and bones of animals often pigs. 

I have brought this up before and I was only offered the option of providing an alternative in my daughters 

drawer to be handed out. This does not disconnect the association caused by the regular queue and handing out 

of sweets within school time. This the ONLY school I have known to do this and I fail to see the benefits from 

encouraging this, which starts in Caterpillars due to younger siblings taking up the birthday sweet obligation. Chil-

dren including my own believe this is what has to happen on Birthdays. 

 

I happen to know parents who are not particularly pleased with this school’s support of handinig out of sweets 

on school premises. One’s son has cavities already and so is now avoiding all sugar. 

 

As a responsible adult it is our duty to ensure the children are brought up with a healthy understanding of food 

and snacks....they have a fruit snack break already, the sweets are not necessary and show little concern for the 

implications of health and teeth decay that will result.” 

 

We will be discussing this matter at the next Parents Forum meeting—Monday 20th January, but in the 

meantime we are asking for your views on this.  

 

Do you think that the practice of bringing in sweets to celebrate a child’s birthday should be banned? 

Please reply to Mr Hughes via email ; hughes.m3@welearn365.com or via a quick note to the school 

office. 

 

Many Thanks 

A BIG Thankyou to everyone who came to school on 

Friday in their pyjamas or as their favourite Super He-

ro.  

We raised a super £430.29!!! 
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National Curriculum update—Mathematics 

Next September 2014 there will be a new Mathematics Curriculum that has been introduced and made stat-

utory by the current government. 

 

Here are the five essential facts that you need to know about the new curriculum: 

 

There is more challenge for the children and objectives are set out on a year by year basis 

With the change in the curriculum some of the objectives have been moved into lower year groups.  This means that 

the children will have to learn to do things at an earlier age than before. 

 

Children will have to learn times tables (up to 12x12) by Year 4 and number bonds by heart by Year 2 

This also includes the subtraction facts and division facts.  E.g. If they know that 6 x 4 = 20 then they should also 

know 20 ÷ 4 = 6 and 20 ÷ 6 = 4 

 

There is more of an emphasis on using formal written methods for arithmetic 

Children are asked to use more formal methods for working out their calculations – they focus on learning the most 

efficient methods earlier on so that they can apply these to solve more complex problems 

 

There is more demanding content in fractions, decimals and percentages 

Objectives have been moved into earlier year groups throughout the school, giving the children more challenging work. 

 

Calculators are not encouraged, except for specific purposes in upper Key Stage 2 

More emphasis is being put on children calculating with written methods - so calculator use has been reduced unless 

necessary where written calculations are not the focus. 

 

There will be more information to follow at the start of the next term on the breakdown and explanation of 

the objectives for each year group in more detail. 

 

I will also be looking to run parental workshops in the spring term.  The aim of these will be to provide in-

formation to parents on the ways in which we teach calculating to the children.  The workshops will run 

over a couple of sessions in the evening for parents only.  I need to know if these are something that parents 

would like to attend.  If you are interested and are happy to give up a couple of evenings after Christmas 

then could you please email the school office to let them know. 

 

Thank you 

Mark Jacobs  
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We are holding a Scholastic 

Book Fair! 

We are holding a Scholastic Book Fair in school next week 

Monday 25th - Thursday 28th November  

 

There will be a great selection of good value books for sale with the added bonus 

that for every book you buy we receive the same value to spend on new books 

for our school!  

 

It will be held after school in 4W 

 

We look forward to welcoming you 4W’s classroom  

 

Monday 3.00pm – 4.15pm 

Tuesday – Thursday 3.30 – 4.15pm  
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National Curriculum update—Literacy 

This term we have been busy replacing a great number of our non-fiction books in the library.  The majority 

of this project has been funded by the BSA and although it will not be finished until the end of term, we now 

have many new books that will support the children’s learning.   

 

Many of the old books were obviously ‘well used’ and some were looking a little dated.  This revamp has 

enabled us to; replace some books like for like, whilst simply updating others. Also we have purchased texts 

that will support the new curriculum that comes into place in September 2014. 

 

Last term a group of year 5 pupils attended a Super Writers workshop.  The fantastic stories they wrote 

were then published and we are proud to say that a copy of their book is now in our library.  

 

 

There are exciting changes ahead for literacy. The new English curriculum will be introduced in September 

2014.  Although it is not statutory until next September all teachers are beginning to implement aspects of it 

to their planning this year.   

 

‘The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 

reading, writing and spoken language 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of         

contexts, purposes and audiences 

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their                

understanding and ideas 

 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to 

others and participating in debate.’ 

 

Linda Wythe  


