
        Year 5 

          Spring term 2017 
What is happening this term in year 5? 

Here is a sneak preview of our new topics and the learning opportunities 

year 5 pupils will encounter during the spring term. 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Science: Forces     
 

 Children will learn about how forces can cause an 

object to: speed up; slow; down; change direction and 

stop. They will be investigating the forces exerted by 

a magnetic field, using prior learning to make informed 

perditions.   The children will study the effect of air 

and water resistance.  

  

 

Art:    
Colour Mixing: Children will develop their understanding of 

primary, secondary and tertiary colours through activities 

involving colour mixing. They will also create a colour wheel 

collage using cuttings from magazines. 

Children will focus on pointillism, learning about famous 

artists including Paul Signac, Georges Serat and others. They 

will then use the skills they have developed & design and 

paint a pointillist painting. 

 

 

 

PSHE:   

Children will be learning about 

where money comes from, how to 

keep it safe and the importance 

of managing it effectively. 

They will look at how money 

plays an important part in 

people’s lives. They will be 

developing a basic 

understanding of enterprise. 

 

 

Year 5 Team 

Class teachers: 

Mr Beer 5B 

Miss Gaffney 5G 

Teaching Assistants: 

Mrs Taylor 

Miss Gryparis 

 

 

 

French: 
Children will continue to develop their 

speaking and listening skills to 

describe their sporting likes and 

dislikes. They will increase their 

French vocabulary and use relevant verbs 

to say what they like/dislike to do and 

play. 

 

Children will also learn about colours, 

numbers and hobbies before ending the 

term by learning about ‘Poisson d’Avril’ 

a popular French tradition amongst 

children. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

RE:                            

Pupils will identify and explain why points in their own lives were  

significant and give explanations of how they were able to share them. They will 

give reasons why Christians and Muslims go on pilgrimage and for specific 

actions involved. They will draw parallels between the feelings encountered and 

their own responses to change. 

 

 

 

Computing:  
Children will become familiar with 

emailing. They will have a chance to 

use email as a form of communication 

amongst their peers and also learn 

how to attach and send pictures, 

documents and their stop frame 

animations from last term. 

They will also create a blog posts on 

a theme and comment on the posts from 

others.   

 

Literacy:                                                          

Writing:  

 The children will be carrying out an author study during the first half  

of spring term.  Their focus will be on the life and work of Michael Morpurgo.  

They will look in detail at War Horse, comparing aspects of both the film and book. 

 During the second half of the term the children will be looking at Myths and 

Legends, with a focus on Robin Hood. The children will use the outdoor learning 

environment to develop a better understanding of what life was like during this 

period.  They will record their work in a variety of ways including a news report, 

writing their own version and using persuasive writing.  

 

Reading: 

Children’s in class reading activities will focus on the following: 

 Infer characters feeling, thoughts and motives for their actions 

 Read for a range of purposes for e.g. pleasure; extracting information etc 

 Discuss and evaluate how authors use language 

 Use their knowledge of Michael Morpurgo to discuss how his own life experiences 

influenced his work. 

 Develop their comprehension skills to demonstrate understanding of text, empathy 

with characters and to extract inferred references.  

  

Geography:  
Children will start by learning about  

biomes in particular the Amazon  

rainforest before considering some of the 

challenges facing it. This will develop 

children’s understanding of deforestation 

and climate change.  

Children will also compare and contrast 

the localised changes in climate 

experienced by the Mayans and the 

similarities and differences of this to 

global climate change. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths:  
Children will apply a range of strategies to problem solving tasks including: 

 Multiply and divide using formal written method up to 4 digits 
 Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits 
 Multiply and divide numbers mentally 

 Solve problems involving fractions, decimals and percentages 

 Understand how to convert fractions in to decimals and percentages 

 Estimate volume and capacity 

 Convert between different units of metric measure 

 Solve problems involving converting between different units of time 

 Use coordinates to accurately 

                                     

Homework: 
Each week the children will have homework to support their work in 

class. 

Maths: This will be sent home on a Friday and should be handed in by 

the following Monday. 

Literacy: This will be sent home on a Friday and should be handed in by 

the following Monday. Children will also receive regular spellings to 

learn.  

A year 5 homework club will run on a Monday lunchtime in class 5B to 

support children struggling with completing or bringing in their 

homework 

Reading: The children will bring home a reading book each evening and 

again we ask for your support with this.  When you listen to your child 

read please mark on their bookmark where they are up to.  If you have 

any comments about their reading or the book they have please pop a 

short note in their home school liaison book. 

* We will be marking the homework with children as part of their maths 

and literacy sessions, this will help support their learning and 

understanding of taught strategies. 

 

PE:                                                                                                                                            

Children will again benefit from the Go for Goals program which will offer  

1 hour of specialist PE teaching per week per class. In addition to this the 

children will be taking part in an orienteering program of study. They will develop 

their fitness and stamina through a variety of problem solving tasks using all areas 

of the outdoor environment.  

 

Children will continue to develop their skills in dodgeball before receiving weekly 

tennis coaching from specialist staff at the Leamington Tennis club as part of their 

PE for Spring term. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ensure your child has the following in school: 

 Home school liaison book 

 Reading book 

 Indoor PE Kit (a white t-shirt, black or dark blue shorts, a pair of 

white socks and trainers) 

 Outdoor PE Kit (using the indoor PE kit but with a warm top and jogging 

bottoms included) 

 Suitable outdoor footwear, wellington boots/walking boots (when 

requested) 

 ALL CHILDREN MUST HAVE A WARM, WATERPROOF COAT please. 


