
 

 Through this topic, the children will develop their skills by 

researching life in the past.  They will use artefacts and pictures to 

infer how people lived and what influenced and impacted on their way 

of life. Children will learn about the Mayans ability to read the stars 

and use calendars; where they lived and their surrounding geography 

and will also look at Mayan myths and Mayan Gods. 

Year 5 

Autumn term 2017 

We would like to welcome you back to school and invite you to join us on an exciting learning 

journey in year 5! 

Here is an overview of our topics for the autumn term. 

History: Ancient Mayans  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 Music 

The children will continue to 

receive specialist music 

tuition from County Music 

Service during PPA time. 

Children will also be 

exploring sound sources, 

journey into space.  

Science: Space     

Children will learn about the shape and relative sizes of the Sun, Moon 

and Earth. Use the Earth’s rotation to describe night and day and 

describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth. Children will 

also identify what we mean by a star and through self-study identify, 

explore and explain the features of planets in our solar system.  

 

Art  
Still Life: Children will undertake skill based units focussing on colour 

mixing and observational drawing and painting linked to the topic of 

the ancient Mayans. 

 

 

 

Year 5 Team 

Class teachers: 

Miss Kelly 5K 

Mr Halfpenny 5H 

Teaching Assistants: 

Mrs Gorvet 

Mrs Reynolds 

 

 

French 
Children will focus on developing speaking and listening  

skills to describe who they are, how they feel and  

what they enjoy doing. We will also use cross curricular links  

to DT to create a free-standing Eiffel Tower.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eiffel_Tower&sa=U&ei=NOgFVMDVKsPF0QWLwoCICQ&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNErJ-SCzt1ofZkYlyVu6wXlo--7Ow


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

RE                            

Why do some people believe in God?  

Religions and world view – Christians, Jewish, Muslims and non-

religious, e.g. Humanists 

 

PSHE  

Children will identify and 

understand their rights and 

different kinds of 

responsibilities. They will discuss 

their feelings and emotions 

relating to different experiences 

and then identify and create a 

list of their support networks, 

recognising the needs of others. Computing   
Children will use emails as a communication tool and learn how to add 

attachments including: photos; word documents and videos. 

Children will learn about the importance of online safety and 

strategies for keeping themselves safe online. 

 

Literacy   

Writing:  
Children will begin the term focusing on the use of performance poetry. They will then move on to self-study 

looking at the Mayans. They will participate in discussions and create presentations.  

 

They will also: 

 

 Apply their growing knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to written and spoken work 

 Evaluate and edit the effectiveness of theirs and others work 

 Use the correct vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance the effectiveness of their written 

work and to clarify meaning 

 Structure work using paragraphs 

 Plan their writing and its appropriateness to their identified audience 

 Organise and present work effectively 

 Use dictionaries to check for correct spelling and meaning of words to go alongside the teaching of 

years 3, 4, 5 and 6 words and spelling strategies. 

 Children will be developing legible, fluid and joined handwriting using the schools new handwriting 

scheme. 

 

SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) will be taught in focused sessions throughout the week. Skills 

learnt will be applied across all lessons. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 
 Number and place value 

 Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (the four operations) 

 Geometry: properties of shape 

 Measurement 

 Fractions (including decimals and percentages) 

 Statistics 

 

There will be a significant emphasis on children knowing their times tables: please 

encourage them to practise at home.                                 

Homework 

Each week the children will have homework to support their work in class. 

Maths: This will be sent home on a Friday and should be handed in by the following Tuesday. 

Literacy: This will be sent home on a Friday and should be returned by the following Tuesday.   

Reading: The children should have a regular reading book and we ask for your support with this. Please try 

and listen to them read and ask questions about their book.  When you have listened to your child read please 

initial in their home school liaison book.  

* Home learning should not cause anxiety or stress. Please talk to us if you have any concerns or if 

your child is struggling to complete the set tasks. 

 

 

If you have any questions about Year 5 you can either speak to us on Meet the 

Teacher evening or contact us via your child’s Home School Diary. 

                           PE                                                                                                                                           
Children will again benefit from the Go for Goals program developing their sports skills working in teams, 

understanding tactics and the importance of fair play. This will consist of 1 hour of specialist PE teaching 

per week per class.  

 

In the second hour of weekly PE, children will be having specialist coaching in Tag Rugby. 

Please ensure your child has the following in school: 

 Home school liaison book 

 Reading book 

 Outdoor and indoor PE kit 

 Waterproof coat 

 

 Suitable outdoor footwear (wellington boots/walking boots) will be necessary at various points 

throughout the term and teachers will notify children of this in advance. 

 


