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Introduction 
We at Brookhurst believe that education is a partnership between pupils, parents and school. 
 
We believe that if the children are working to their full potential in school hours, then a corresponding 
amount of ‘down time’ is essential for an acceptable work/life balance, however some form of home 
learning is required. 
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the Marking and Feedback and Presentation policies. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 

 Ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do 

 Ensure that there is consistency across the school 

 Use homework as a tool to help to continue to raise attainment 

 Improve the quality of the learning experiences offered to pupils and extend to outside the 
classroom 

 Provide opportunities for the parents and child to work in partnership 

 Reinforce work covered in class by providing further opportunities 

 Practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge especially in Numeracy and Literacy 
 
Time allowance 
 
Home learning should not be too onerous and neither should it disrupt family life. If parents have any 
concerns about the home learning that has been set, they should not hesitate in contacting their child’s 
class teacher.  
 
Although there is now no statutory set time allocation for homework, we feel that the previous allocations 
(see below) are a guideline for parents. 
 

Year 1 and 2 1 hour per week 

Year 3 and 4 1 – 1 ½ hours per week 

Year 5 and 6 30 minutes daily 

 
Type of Home Learning 
 
Home learning activities will not always be a worksheet or activity to write. Each year group has specific 
home learning activities (see below). However, occasionally we will may ask the children to play a game 
with parents / carers or research a particular topic (particularly in Upper Key Stage 2 – Years 5 and 6). 
 
Individual Curricular Targets for Mathematics and Literacy will be pasted into the Home-School Books and 
we ask parents to discuss these with children. 
 
Reading 
 
Reading is important at any stage of a child’s development and it is vital that young children are read to and 
with as well as reading or attempting to read for themselves. At the start of the reading process, especially, 
children may be encouraged to make up stories to go with the pictures until they can tackle print. It is 
essential that an enjoyment of books is seen as an integral part of reading. 
 
Sharing text with children remains important at KS2. This could include a discussion on a variety of book- 
fiction, non-fiction, magazines, newspapers, comics, electronic texts etc. We encourage all of the family to 
share in this. 
 
Children will come home with their reading book or library book on a daily basis and we hope that parents 
and carers will share their reading books regularly. 
 



 

 

Year group teams will change reading books regularly – this will be discussed at the Meet the Team 
evening at the beginning of the year. If parents require any further information regarding reading and 
changing of books, it is recommended that they speak to their child’s class teacher. 
 
Tips for sharing books 
 

 Make a special place to read and share the book with your child 

 Enjoy laughing at some of the funny parts with your children 

 Talk about what is happening in the picture. This will help your child to make 

sense of the story. 

 Help bring the book to life – paint / draw pictures of your child’s favourite 

characters and make up other stories about them together 

 Enjoy reading 
 
Year Group Specific 
 

Year Group Home Learning Timing 

Foundation Letters and Sounds. 
As from 18th October. These will 
be sent every Thursday, with 4 
new sets of sounds each week. 

Parents to return every Monday 
for marking and feedback. 

   

Year 1 Reading  Daily 
Year 1 Children have their ‘What I am 
Learning’ yellow books which informs 
parents of what their child has been 
learning in school during the week. 
There will be space for parents to 
comment on how their child is getting 
on or for them to work on should the 
LI lend itself to written work. However 
these books are NOT homework 
books and will not be marked.  

Letters and Sounds – children 
have Phase 3 and 5 mats at home 
for reference and revisiting – this is 
ongoing 

* 
 

Year 2 Reading Daily 

 Maths Set Thursday, return by Tuesday 

 Literacy – may include spellings Set Thursdays, return 
Wednesday. If spellings, test on 
a Wednesday 

Year 3 Maths  Set on a Friday, return following 
week 

 Spelling Set on a Monday – return 
following week 

 Reading Daily 

Year 4 Reading Daily 

 Maths – linked to learning for the 
week / Curricular Targets / Times 
tables 

Set on a Friday and returned on 
Wednesday 

 Literacy – spellings linked to topic Set on a Friday and returned on 
Tuesday 

Year 5 Reading Daily 

 Maths Set on a Wednesday and 
returned on a Wednesday 

 Literacy – including 
comprehension and spelling 

Set on a Monday and returned a 
Friday 

Year 6 Reading  Daily 

 Maths  



 

 

 Literacy  

 
Children will have a home learning folder, in which home learning sheets etc will be stored.  
 
We use a Home-School book where the children, or class teacher (depending on the year group), will make 
a note of information to go home or any tasks set to be completed at home.  
 
Parents are encouraged to use this book to communicate with the class teacher – however, the child 
should show any notes/comments written by their parents to the class teacher. 
 
 
 
 
Feedback 
 
As part of our Marking and Feedback policy, home learning activities should be marked in line with the 
school’s agreed policy, with developmental feedback (yellow highlighting) being given if required. 
 
Other activities 
 

As a school, we also believe that many activities undertaken by parents and carers at home, provide 
valuable support for the children’s learning. These include: 
 

 Playing games with children such as board games, puzzles and word games. (These 

encourage taking turns, sharing, concentration and listening and logical thinking. 

 Cooking (especially with the weighing and measuring) 

 Writing lists, notes and letters 

 Talking  and discussing events 
 
 
Class Teacher role 
 
In relation to home learning, the class teacher will 
 

 Provide an explanation of the home learning tasks to parents (where necessary) and 

give guidance of how they might assist their child. This will be done in different ways 

eg a note with the home learning, a note in the Home School Book, at parent’s evening 

or at the Meet the Team event. 

 Provide regular homework 

 Set home learning tasks consistently across year groups 

 Reward and praise children who regularly complete their home learning tasks 

 Mark home learning (see feedback above) 

 Explain to the children and to parents/carers the Presentation guidelines for home 

learning activities (in line with the current presentation policy) 
 
Role of parents/carers 
 

 Support their child by ensuring that their child attempts the homework set. 

 Provide a suitable place for their child to carry out the homework set 

 Encourage and praise when they have completed the homework 

 Actively support their child in completion of the homework 
 
 



 

 

 
Special Educational Needs 
 

On occasions some children may need specifically prepared work to help them make progress in their 

learning. The purpose is to give pupils the opportunity to succeed and, importantly, is not a way of 

expecting them to ‘catch up’ with the rest of the class. This work may include social and other skills 

as well as developing skills and understanding. 

Where a child has an Individual Education Plan (IEP), home learning activities will take account of 

that pupil’s personal targets. 
 


