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Music Long Term Plan 

  

2025-26 AU1 
MUSIC 

AU2 
MUSIC 

SP1 
MUSIC 

SP2 
MUSIC 

SU1 
MUSIC 

SU2 
MUSIC 

 
 

EYFS  
RECEPT. 

  
-Pulse and rhythm, high and 
low pitch and changes in 
dynamics and tempo.  
-Listen to music inspired by 
the weather and respond 
with movement and mark 
making.  
-Learn about a conductor 
and follow simple hand 
signals. 
-Sing and play instruments.  
-Create new verses and 
actions to familiar songs. 
-Compose music, creating 
simple raindrop melodies 
and a mystery weather 
piece. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Beethoven 
E. Waldteufel 

      
-Focus on pitch, reading and 
notating melodies using the 
notes Mi, So and La.  
-Listen to a range of pieces, 
identifying and anticipating 
changes in the music and 
responding with words and 
actions.  
-Compose short pieces of 
music around the theme using 
instruments and voices. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Richard Strauus 
Gustav Holst 
John Williams 
The Police 
 
-Christmas songs, 
accompaniments, listening 
and performances. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
-Identify musical elements 
such as pulse, rhythm and 
pitch. 
-Learn through physical 
actions, creative activities 
and musical games.  
- Build key musical skills 
including listening and 
singing activities, matching 
key pitches so and mi. 
-Compose music combining 
rhythm and pitch. 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Musicians: 
Saint Saens 

 
-Perform, compose, listen 
and sing.  
-Listen to famous pieces of 
music inspired by 
minibeasts and respond 
with movement and mark 
making. 
-Recognise similarities 
between music and 
express preferences.  
-Explore pulse and rhythm, 
matching words to 
rhythms.  
-Create a piece of music 
based on the life cycle of a 
butterfly, using changes of 
dynamics and tempo and 
selection of instruments. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Rimsky-Korsakov 
Faure 
Grieg 
Couperin 
 

 
-Move in time with the 
music and think about 
how to describe the 
music that they hear.  
-Sing songs about the 
circus and explore 
listening and creative 
activities based on 
different circus 
performers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Musicians: 
Julius Fucik 
Violet 
George Gershwin 

 
-Beat and rhythm.  
-Notate and perform 
rhythms, including silent 
beats.  
-Explore creative music-
making in both small 
groups and as a class.  
-Listen to traditional folk 
songs and explain how 
the music makes them 
feel, beginning to 
understand that music 
can represent an idea. 
 
 
 
 
Key Musicians: 
Offenbach 
Mendelssohn 

Links/ 
Topics 

 
 

All about me 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrations 
 

People who help us 
 

What’s growing? 
 

Once upon a time 
 

Journeys 
 
 
 

Music for 
Christmas 
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2025-26 AU1 
MUSIC 

AU2 
MUSIC 

SP1 
MUSIC 

SP2 
MUSIC 

SU1 
MUSIC 

SU2 
MUSIC 

 
 

YEAR 1 

 
-Internalise key musical 
skills and techniques, 
exploring music using voices 
and classroom instruments.  
-Engage in a range of 
practical musical activities 
that develop understanding 
of the inter-related 
dimensions of dynamics, 
duration, timbre, tempo, 
pitch and rhythm. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Mozart 
Samuel Barber 

    
-Explore the concept of 
soundscapes, graphic score 
and the inter-related 
dimensions of pitch, 
dynamics, duration, timbre 
and tempo.  
-Explore composition as a 
whole class before 
consolidating learning in a 
group ensemble piece. 
-Think about links between 
sounds and words when 
composing and use a range of 
vocal, body percussion and 
instruments to perform.  
-Listen to and appraise their 
own and other’s work as well 
as music by John Williams. 
 
Key Musicians: 
John Williams 
The Script 
Bonnie Tyler 
 
-Christmas songs, 
accompaniments, listening 
and performances. 
 

 
-Learn about the inter-
related dimensions of 
music, exploring dynamics, 
timbre, tempo and pitch. 
 -Use performance, listening 
and composition to explore 
each of the dimensions 
before applying this when 
following a graphic score. 
-Work with a group to 
compose their own 
Dinosaur music. 

 
Key Musicians: 
Penderecki 
Stravinsky 
John Williams 

 
-Use 'The Magic Flute' 
opera, by Mozart as a 
stimulus.  
-Listen to the story and 
consider the evil Queen 
and how music is used to 
convey her character.  
-Compose their own music 
to create atmosphere and 
tell a story developing 
understanding of pitch, 
dynamics, tempo and 
rhythm. 

 
Key Musicians: 
Mozart 

 
-Use 'Carnival of the 
Animals' by Saint-Saens 
as a stimulus. 
-Explore movements of 
the work and how 
instrumentation, 
dynamics, tempo and 
pitch are used to convey 
different animals and 
the way they move.  
-Explore some of the 
inter-related dimensions 
and use this in their 
singing, performing, 
improvisation and 
composing. 

 
Key Musicians: 
Camille Saint Saens 

 
-Focus on using graphic 
symbols and images to 
create a score; simple 
picture representation 
and a more structured 
grid score.  
-Work collaboratively, 
building on a sequence 
of musical skills that they 
bring together in a final 
piece.  
-Focus on the steady 
pulse and playing in time 
to the beat.  
-Pupils are also given 
opportunities to listen to 
a variety of music and 
sounds around this 
theme. 
 
Key Musicians: 
The Lyrebird Duo 
Gloverkind 

Links/ Topics Au1 Hist: Victorian Houses & Homes 
Au2 Geog:  Homes & Houses/ Seasonal Change 
Sci: Materials 

Sp1 Hist: Kings & Queens 
Sp2 Geog:  Weather 
Sci: Plants 

Su1 Hist: Local Area 
Su2 Geog:  UK 
Sci: Animals incl. Humans 
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2025-26 AU1 
MUSIC 

AU2 
MUSIC 

SP1 
MUSIC 

SP2 
MUSIC 

SU1 
MUSIC 

SU2 
MUSIC 

 
 

YEAR 2 
 

-Sing and perform folk songs 
from around the British 
Isles.  
-Identify features of folk 
music and explore amongst 
other musical ingredients: 
pulse, dynamics, pitch and 
texture.  
-Begin to understand the 
difference between rhythm 
and pulse.  
-Explore dot notation and 
sing in a round and in parts. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Nathan Evans 
Sir Henry Wood 

     
-Explore the instruments of 
the orchestra and the 
descriptive music of the 
Romantic period. 
-Respond to music with 
increasing confidence.  
-Recreate excerpts of the 
music exploring classroom 
percussion as a class and in 
small groups, before creating 
their own Jupiter hymn- 
inspired school anthem.  
-Create performances as a 
whole class, the process being 
modelled before working 
independently in small 
groups.  
 
Key Musicians: 
Gustav Holst 
Richard Strauss  
 
-Christmas songs, 
accompaniments, listening 
and performances. 
 

 
-Use the music of Vivaldi’s 
‘The Four Seasons’ to 
embed the interrelated 
dimensions of pulse, 
dynamics, tempo, rhythm 
and pitch through 
performance, improvisation 
and composition.  
-Perform and improvise 
music using voices, bodies, 
tuned and untuned 
instruments.  
-Explore, select and 
combine sounds to create 
musical responses to the 
concept of the four seasonal 
patterns and the music of 
Vivaldi.  
-Listen to and appraise each 
other’s work and a selection 
of different movements 
from Vivaldi’s ‘The Four 
Seasons.’ 
 
Key Musicians: 
Antonio Vivaldi 

 
-Use the theme of Toys as 
inspiration and learn to 
perform on tuned 
instruments, developing 
ensemble performances 
from dot notation.  
-Perform with an 
awareness of a steady 
pulse and improvise on 
both tuned and untuned 
percussion instruments 
-Compose simple melodies 
recording ideas using dot 
notation. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Tchaikivsky 
Victor Herbert 
Malcolm Arnold 
Albert Ammons 

 
-Embed pulse and 
rhythmic skills through 
performance, 
improvisation, listening 
and composition 
activities.  
-Perform and compose 
using bodies, voices and 
percussion instruments.  
-Read simple rhythmic 
notation including 
crotchets, paired 
quavers, minims and 
semibreves. 
-Explore instrumentation 
and how different 
instruments can be used 
to represent different 
aspects of the ocean.  
-Sing as part of an 
ensemble and listen to 
and appraise their own 
and each other’s work. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Camille Saint Saens 
 

 
-Explore dynamics, 
pulse, beat and rhythm 
using both Western and 
graphic notation and 
interpreting dynamic 
symbols.  
-Create music in 
response to a non-
musical stimulus, sing 
and perform on 
instruments with a 
partner, in small groups 
and as a whole class 
ensemble. 
-Begin to develop 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
Baroque music. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Pachelbel 
Manuel de Falla 
Henry Purcell 

Links/ 
Topics 

Au1 Geog:  Local Area 
 
Au2 Hist: Florence Nightingale 
 
Sci: Materials/ Animals incl. Human 

Sp1 Geog:  Islands 
 
Sp2 Hist: Transport 
 
Sci: Living Things 

Su1 Geog: Links to the world 
 
Su2 Hist: Great Fire of London 
 
Sci: Plants 
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2025-26 AU1 
MUSIC 

AU2 
MUSIC 

SP1 
MUSIC 

SP2 
MUSIC 

SU1 
MUSIC 

SU2 
MUSIC 

 
 

YEAR 3 

  
& Instruments of the 

orchestra Unit 
 

-Read, write and perform 
from western rhythm 
notation using 1, ½, 2 and 4 
beat notes and the 1 beat 
rest.  
-Demonstrate this knowledge 
by composing and performing 
rhythm compositions 
secularly, fluidly and 
independently as part of a 
small group performance. 
 
-Focus on instruments of the 
orchestra to develop listening 
skills and knowledge of the 
instrument families.  
-Use the SFSO Kids interactive 
website. 

 
Key Musicians: 
Benjamin Britten 

    
 

 
 
 
Recorders Unit 
 
-Learn the recorder using 
standard rhythmic notation and 
treble clef pitch notation. 
-Learn melodies and how to 
harmonise in up to 3 parts 
(including rounds), working as 
an ensemble. 
 
-Take part in an informal 
performance to which parents/ 
carers are invited. 
 
 

-Christmas songs, 
accompaniments, listening 
and performances. 
 
Key Musicians 
Prokofiev 
Various pop artists 1940s-
present 
 
 

 
 
-Learn how to combine both 
rhythm and pitch notation 
over three notes (C, D, E), to 
create a simple melody.  
-Embed learning through 
progressive practical activities 
with pupils singing, 
composing, performing and 
notating their work.  
-Learn features that appear 
on notation such as a treble 
clef, bar lines and time 
signature.  
Listen to pieces which vary 
from traditional folk to 21st 
century. 

 
 

Key Musicians: 
Laura Mvula 
Rimsky-Korsakov 
Jimmy Rogers 
 
 

 
 

 
 

-Explore and compose 
music with consideration to 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music.  
-Focus on the musicality in 
words to create rich 
tapestries of words, 
inspiring music and verse. 
-Record ideas as a graphic 
score. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Leifs 
Hovhaness 
Holst 

 
Apply recorders unit 

 
-Embed pulse and 
rhythmic skills through 
performance, 
improvisation and 
composition activities, 
using the Ancient Greek 
myth of 'Orpheus and 
Eurydice' and the account 
of 'Pythagoras and the 
hammers' as stimuli. 
-Perform and improvise 
music using voices, 
bodies, tuned and 
untuned instruments.  
-Explore, select and 
combine sounds to create 
musical responses to the 
story.  
-Listen to and appraise 
each other’s work as well 
as two famous pieces of 
music. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Birtwistle 
Gluck 

 
 

-Explore how the inter-
related dimensions of 
music: dynamics, tempo, 
duration, texture, timbre, 
pitch and structure, can 
be combined to 
communicate an intended 
effect. 
-Use the ancient Mayan 
civilisation as a stimulus 
for listening, performing 
and composing.  
-Perform from simple 
given rhythms and 
melodies, applying 
recorder playing. 

 
Key Musicians: 
Xavier Quijas Yxayotl 

Links/ 
Topics 

 

Hist: Stone Age 
Geog:  Settlements & Land Use 
Sci: Rocks/ Animals incl. Humans 

Hist: Tudors 
Geog:  Earthquakes 
Sci: Forces 

Hist: Ancient Egypt 
Geog:  Europe 
Sci: Plants/ Light 
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2025-26 AU1 
MUSIC 

AU2 
MUSIC 

SP1 
MUSIC 

SP2 
MUSIC 

SU1 
MUSIC 

SU2 
MUSIC 

 
 

YEAR 4 

 
 

-Pitch and reading and 
writing notation.  
-Use pentatonic scale and 
harmonious sounds through 
composing, performing and 
singing tasks.  
-Combine rhythm and pitch 
notation to record music, 
inspired through the 
exploration of ancient 
Chinese music, philosophy, 
myths, and rituals. 

 
Year 4 Harvest Festival – 
songs and performance 

 
Key Musicians: 
Cao Jinguo 

    
 

-Embed the musical features 
of jazz music such as swing 
time, improvisation, scatting 
and call and response. 
-Perform and improvise music 
using voices, bodies and 
pitched instruments.  
-Explore combining rhythm 
and pitch using the pentatonic 
scale, to improvise and 
compose simple melodies.  
-Listen to and appraise each 
other’s work and a selection 
of different jazz songs from 
key artists. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Ella Fitzgerald     Bessie Smith 
Louis Armstrong 
Duke Ellington  Jazzmeia Horn 
 
-Christmas songs, 
accompaniments, listening 
and performances. 
Key Musicians 
Prokofiev 
Various pop artists 1940s-
present 

 
 

-Explores the musical style 
of samba.  
-Focus on rhythm and pulse. 
-Perform samba music as a 
whole class and in small 
groups.  
-Explore the instruments of 
the samba and create their 
own samba band. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Gloria Estefan & Miami 
Soud Machine 

 
 
-Focus on pitch and 
creative composition.  
-Explore composing and 
performing melodies using 
the pentatonic scale.  
-Explore writing and 
combining melodies in 
small groups.  
-Explore Smetana’s 
symphonic poem and 
learn about barcarolles 
through listening to 
Offenbach, composing and 
singing.  
-Use all elements to create 
a barcarolle.  
 
Key Musicians: 
Smetana     Offenbach 

 

 
 

-Explore the musical 
style of minimalism. 
-Listen to and appraise 
works by key composers 
of the style.  
-Apply knowledge of the 
compositional devices 
used in minimalism 
through composition 
and performance 
activities. 

 
 

Key Musicians: 
John Cage 
John Adams 
Steve Reich 
Mike Oldfield 
Hanz Zimmer 
Terry Riley 
Gamelan Degung 

 
 

-Explore the language of 
music through the inter-
related dimensions of 
music.  
-Deepen knowledge of 
the inter-related 
dimensions and extend 
their musical vocabulary, 
taking inspiration from 
poetry, art and music 
and use graphic scores 
to record ideas. 
 
 
Key Musicians: 
Saint Saens 
Paul Dukas 
 

Links/ 
Topics 

Au1 Hist: Romans 
Au2 Geog:  Mountains & Volcanoes 
Sci: Animals incl. Humans/ Electricity 

Sp1 Hist: Anglo Saxons 
Sp2 Geog:  Rivers 
Sci: Sound/ States of matter 

Su1 Hist: Vikings 
Su2 Geog:  Coasts 
Sci: Living things & habitats 
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2025-26 AU1 
MUSIC 

AU2 
MUSIC 

SP1 
MUSIC 

SP2 
MUSIC 

SU1 
MUSIC 

SU2 
MUSIC 

 
 

YEAR 5 

 
-Compose music inspired by 
the planets Mars, Venus and 
Mercury considering mood 
and motif.  
-Listen to and appraise the 
music. 
-Learn how the use of motif 
and the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
combine to create an 
intended effect and are 
introduced to the use of 
chords, triads and 
major/minor tonality. 

 
 

Key Musicians: 
Gustav Holst 
John Williams 
Mike Oldfield 

 
-Compose and perform 
rhythmic pieces of music 
using given musical 
conventions found in 
traditional African music. 
-Explore call and answer, 
ostinato, polyrhythms and the 
use of mnemonics, through 
games, song and whole class 
ensemble performance.  
Listen to and appraise their 
own music as well as the 
music of their peers. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Jarabi 

 
 
-Christmas songs, 
accompaniments, listening 
and performances. 
 
Key Musicians 
Prokofiev 
Various pop artists 1940s-
present 

 

 
Ukulele Unit 2026 onwards 

(Recorder unit 2025) 
 

-Learn the ukulele/ recorder 
using standard rhythmic 
notation and treble clef 
pitch notation. 
-Learn melodies and how to 
harmonise in up to 4 parts 
(including rounds).  
-Learn simple chords on the 
ukulele and work on 
accompaniment and melody 
to perform as an ensemble. 
 
-Take part in an informal 
performance to which 
parents/ carers are invited. 

 

 
-Explore the genre of rock 
and roll music through 
singing, instrumental 
playing, composition and 
improvisation, and 
listening and appraising. 
-Learn about the different 
instruments that typically 
play in a rock and roll band 
and their role within the 
band; exploring lead and 
backing vocals, chords, 
lead guitar and bass 
guitar.  
-Consolidate learning on 
rhythm and pitch notation 
through composition and 
performance – using 
GarageBand as 
appropriate. 

 
Key Musicians: 
Elvis Presley 
Chuck Berry 
Mamas and Papas 
Lulu 
Richie Valens 
Rolling Stones 

 
-Features of Hindustani 
Classical music of India.  
-Listen to a fusion of 
both Indian and Western 
music, identifying 
features and 
instruments.  
-Work individually and as 
part of a group to sing, 
perform, compose and 
improvise on both tuned 
and untuned 
instruments, considering 
the features of Indian 
music including structure 
-Record music using the 
Indian notes names and 
Western notation. 
 
Key Musicians: 
Riyaaz and Practice 
Shakir Khan & Enayet 
Hussain 
Ashwini Bhide 
Deshpande 
Apna Sangeet 
Gagik Gasparyan 
Kula Shaker 
Anoushka Shankar 

 
 
 
 
 

-Learn about the 5 key 
elements of Hip Hop. 
-Listen to and analyse 
Hip Hop by Will Smith 
and The Black-Eyed 
Peas, performing Hip 
Hop Hooray and 
composing their own 
raps about issues, with 
accompaniments. 
-Perform Greek Gods 
Rap as a class.  

 
 

Year 5 Ancient Greeks 
Assembly 

 
Key Musicians: 
Will Smith 
Black-Eyed Peas 

Links/ 
Topics 

Au1 Hist: Mayans 
Au2 Geog:  Central & South America 
Sci: Earth & Space/ Forces 

Sp1 Hist: Warwick Castle 
Sp2 Geog:  Climate Zones, Biomes & Vegetation 
Sci:  Properties & Changes of Materials 

Su1 Hist: Ancient Greece 
Su2 Geog:  Greece 
Sci: Animals incl. Humans/ Living things & Habitats 
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2025-26 AU1 
MUSIC 

AU2 
MUSIC 

SP1 
MUSIC 

SP2 
MUSIC 

SU1 
MUSIC 

SU2 
MUSIC 

 
 

YEAR 6 

 
-Listen to and appraise music 
that was performed during 
World War 2.  
-Recap and expand upon 
features such as expression, 
dynamics and phrasing when 
singing.  
-Perform as class and learn how 
to communicate effectively to 
perform in smaller group 
ensembles.  
-Write own song lyrics, learn 
about structuring a satisfying 
and memorable melody, and 
learn how to accompany that 
melody.  
-Listen to and appraise their 
own and other’s performances. 

 

Key Musicians: 
Dame Vera Lynn 
Glenn Miller 
Noel Gay & Ralph Butler 
E & J. James 
Andrews Sisters 
Shostakovic 
Aaron Copeland 

    
-Use four celebrations from 
around the world, Chinese New 
Year (China), St Patrick’s Day 
(Ireland), Punjabi Weddings 
(Pakistan/North India) and Rio 
Carnival (Brazil), to learn that 
celebrations are an important 
aspect of musical culture. 
-Explore different styles of music 
used in celebrations, listening to 
and appraising music for each. 
-Recap and expand upon features 
such as melodic patterns and 
rhythm to perform music. 
-Select and combine musical 
features learnt to compose, 
notate and perform own piece of 
music for a celebration.  
-Listen to and appraise their own 
and others music. 
 

Key Musicians: 
The Chieftans 
Sean Softley 
Chinese Orchestra of Beijing 
 

-Christmas songs, 
accompaniments, listening 
and performances. 
 
Key Musicians 
Prokofiev 
Various pop artists 1940s-
present 

     
 

With Ukulele Unit 2 – 
application of chords  

(2 weeks) 
-Explore features of 
harmony starting with the 
study of intervals then 
expanding to chords. 
-Analyse and compare music 
from both romantic and 
20th century composers. 
-Explore how intervals and 
chords can be used to 
convey an intended effect 
before applying their 
knowledge and skills in 
composing their own music. 
 

-Build on their ukulele 
knowledge and 
understanding to apply 
chords. 

 

Key Musicians: 
Camille Saint Saens 

FILM MUSIC 

 
-Take inspiration from the 
musical devices used in a 
range of film music to depict 
mood and emotion. 
-Create programmatic 
soundscapes considering the 
interrelated dimensions of 
music, melodic phrasing, 
consonant and dissonant 
harmony and structure. 
-Use stave and graphic 
notation to record and 
perform from their music 
linked to short animations 
(Literacy Shed – Origins/ 
Alma).  
-Appraise the performance of 
their peers and music written 
specifically for film. 

 

Key Musicians: 
John Williams    Danny Elfman 
Hans Zimmer     James Horner 

 
-Learn about a brief history 
of reggae, seeing it is an 
important music genre.  
-Learn about the key 
reggae musical features 
and listen to and appraise 
music by reggae artists. 
-Recap and expand upon 
features such as chord 
patterns, riffs, bass line, 
melody and rhythm. 
-Create in small group, their 
own chord structures with 
which to fit bass lines and 
phrase melodic lines.  
-Perform drum groove 
patterns following given 
rhythm notation. 

 

Key Musicians: 
Bob Marley 
The Melodians 
Jimmy Cliff 
Gregory Isaacs 
Marcia Griffiths 

 
-Use GarageBand/ Bandlab 
education site to develop 
understanding of music 
technology.  
-Explore different areas of 
musical composition such 
as chord sequences, 
melody writing, structure 
(binary and ternary form), 
texture and 
instrumentation. 
 
-Compose an advertising 
jingle with accompaniment 
for a product they design 
for Gregg’s Summer Snacks 
Range. 

 
 

Year 6 End of year show 
 

Key Musicians: 
Harrison Birtwistle 
Jean Michelle Jarre 
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Other Listening incorporated in various activities (as per Model Music Curriculum):  

 

 

2025-26 AU1 
MUSIC 

AU2 
MUSIC 

SP1 
MUSIC 

SP2 
MUSIC 

SU1 
MUSIC 

SU2 
MUSIC 

 
YEAR 6 

 
Links/ 
Topics 

Au1 Hist: WW1-WW2 
Au2 Geog:  Europe incl. Russia & Mediterranean 
Sci:  Living Things & Habitats/  Evolution & Inheritance 

Sp1 Hist: Inventors 
Sp2 Geog: North America 
Sci: Electricity/ Light 

Su1 Geog:  Trade links & natural resources 
Su2 Hist: Industrial Revolution 
Sci: Animals incl. Humans 
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Musical Traditions 

 

 


