Brookhurst Primary School
A place to think and grow

A place to think and grow

Foreword: Angela Stanton, Philosophy
To help children look at the world
Headteacher, Brookhurst differently, we build philosophical enquiry for
children into much of what we do. Philosophy
Primary School
is important to Brookhurst. It encourages
our children to develop open, enquiring minds,
value reasoning, develop self-confidence and
be respectful of different opinions.
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Dedicated staff
A key factor in your child’s learning journey
are the adults they interact with, and we
have a highly experienced, skilful, dedicated
teaching and support staff. They work
together to provide flexibility in meeting the
needs of all pupils.
It gives me great pleasure to introduce
you and your child to Brookhurst Primary
School, where so many wonderful learning
opportunities and experiences are just
waiting for them.
It truly is a great place to think and grow!

Creative and challenging
We aim to inspire every child – whatever
their abilities - to achieve their very best.
Our school isn’t just about knowledge
and skills though; it’s also about inspiring
children to be creative and look at the world
differently, and about challenging them to
be fascinated by lessons and subjects.

Parent partnership
Parents are very important to us, as you will
see by reading the many parent and pupil
stories within this prospectus. We know that
our partnership with you, as parents, is a
key factor in your child’s success. So,
we will work hard to involve you in every
step of your child’s journey through these
important primary years. We will show
you how to support your child at home and
celebrate achievement and progress together.

Thank you
Finally, I hope that you enjoy reading this
prospectus, and I invite you to visit and
look around our fantastic school.

Why Sue selected Brookhurst Primary
School for her children
Sue and Huw Treharne live in Leamington Spa with their children
Will, Catrin, Tom and Elin who are 15, 13, 11 and 8 respectively.

First impressions
Sue says that she will never forget the day she first went to visit
Brookhurst Primary School. “We were looking around the school
with the Headteacher when a large group of pupils walked by. The
Headteacher was able to greet each one of them by name and this
was the case with all the other children we saw that day, and I was
deeply impressed. There were other reasons why we liked Brookhurst
but that connection with the children was what really convinced me.”

Children say
Elin is the only one of her siblings still at Brookhurst and no more
needs to be said to show her feelings than this: “Sometimes when
I wake up on Saturday and realise it’s not a school day, it makes me
sad.”

Out-of-school care
The modern buildings and the extensive grounds also appealed as
the children are keen on sport, and of particular importance was
the facility for before- and after-school care. “As we both work we
needed a reliable and convenient wrap-around option and as there is
a Breakfast Club and an After School Club, as well a whole range of
sports and other afternoon clubs, Brookhurst seemed ideal.”

Knowledge through experience
School life is about much more than classroom learning and Sue
believes that Brookhurst has created a very effective environment
in which children can expand their knowledge through a wide range of
experiences. “Sport, music, cookery, Spanish, dancing and links with
the local church amongst other things all offer a package which adds
up to provide a breadth of education which is so important to overall
personal development. I have actively recommended Brookhurst
Primary School to friends and family for these reasons and more.”
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School day

School hours
Morning
Key Stage 1: 8.55 am - 12.20 pm
Key Stage 2: 8.55 am - 12.25 pm
Afternoon:
1.20 pm - 3.30 pm
Caterpillars Nursery: 9am - 3.30pm.

Clubs
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‘Early Birds’ at the Out of Hours Club:
7.50am until school starts.

After School Club at the Out of School
Club: 3.30pm - 6pm.
‘Play Schemes’ Holiday Club at the Out of
Hours School Club: 7.50am - 6pm.

Uniform
Uniforms are available direct from Trutex.
Brochures can be obtained from the school
office or you can visit www.trutexdirect.
com. The school code is LEA00307PD.

School meals and snacks
Meals are cooked on the premises and children are
given a choice of main course and dessert. Children
can also bring in a packed lunch.

Snack
The morning break is at 11am.
Children in Key Stage 1 are
offered a piece of fruit to eat.
Children in Key Stage 2 can bring
in a piece of fruit to have as a snack.
Toast, milk and fruit juice can also be purchased
from the school kitchen.

Close communication between home
and school makes Kiran and Jag glad
they chose Brookhurst Primary School
for their son
Jag and Kiran Sahota live in Leamington with their children Sean,
six, Anais, three and baby Dante.
“If I had to identify one particular issue about Brookhurst that
I really like, it would be the communication,” says Jag. “We get a
weekly newsletter by email, and Sean’s ‘What Am I Learning?’ book
details his literacy and numeracy targets and levels, and that helps
us to consolidate his lessons when he’s at home. We know exactly
what work he’s been given and what is expected of him, and that
makes it straightforward for us to support him appropriately.”

A practical approach
Another aspect of Brookhurst’s approach to education which Jag
particularly likes is the way the school puts learning in a practical
light, demonstrating how what they are studying can be applied to
everyday life. “Sean’s enthusiasm is obvious, and much of this must
have something to do with how his lessons are delivered. Sean’s
Spanish lessons have given him an insight into how other languages
work, and he is now confident to try out new words and phrases in
any country we visit, and a recent science class made him interested
in the nutritional value of food; I really like the way that Brookhurst
recognises that children are like sponges, and can absorb a great
deal of information at a very early age.”

Children say
Sean says: “I would miss my school if I didn’t go there because I
would miss my friends and teachers”.
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Curriculum

Key Stages
• Early Years Foundation Stage: from ages 0-5
• Key Stage 1: from ages 5-7
• Key Stage 2: from ages 7-11

Early Years Foundation Stage
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At our school we aim to develop your child both academically and socially.
Children’s love of play and their individual interests will help them
achieve and will stimulate their enthusiasm for learning. Children learn
through integrated activities in the following main areas:
The prime areas of learning are:
• communication and language

• physical development
• personal, social and emotional development
The specific areas of learning are:
• literacy
• mathematics
• understanding the world
• expressive arts and design

Caterpillar Nursery
Caterpillar Nursery is an independent
pre-school rated as OUTSTANDING by
Ofsted, and operates from a building within
the grounds of Brookhurst Primary School.
It is registered to care for children aged from
two and half years old, to school age.

Raj and Bal had very high expectations of
what they wanted from their children’s
school, and Brookhurst Primary has not
only met, but exceeded their hopes
Raj and Bal Dhoot live in Leamington with their children Isabella,
Alexander and Ethaniele who are 11, five and three respectively.

Strong commitment to education
Raj’s commitment to her children’s education is very strong, so much
so that she decided to give up work a few years ago so as to have
more time to spend supporting their learning at home. Naturally,
she and Bal were not prepared to compromise as far as schools were
concerned and they considered all the various options open to them
carefully.

how welcoming and polite they are whenever I go into the school and
good manners seem to be embedded in them from a very early age.
I feel that this is all part and parcel of their learning: a high quality
academic grounding, good moral values and the confidence which
comes from mutual respect between pupil and teacher all adds up to
a great start in life.”

“We had enrolled Isabella in a private pre-school and as a logical
progression we assumed we would send her to a private primary
school as well,” explains Raj. “Then by chance we heard about
Brookhurst, which was fairly close to where we live, and that it had
an extremely good reputation. We looked at it for ourselves and
were so happy with what we saw we applied there instead, and we
have been so pleased with the outcome.”

Emphasis on behaviour
Although it is the academic aspect to her children’s school
experience which is of particular importance to Raj, she is very
pleased with the quality of pastoral care extended to the pupils.
“There is a zero-tolerance attitude to bad behaviour and any
incident is dealt with quickly, efficiently and satisfactorily, and the
children respond very positively,” she says. “I have always noticed
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Curriculum
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Key Stages 1-2

Philosophy

Children move on to Key Stage 1, and then Key Stage 2, in the
journey through school. Key Stage areas of the curriculum are:

The addition of philosophy as a core element to the curriculum helps
the pupils to reason and to develop good speaking and listening skills,
as well as:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mathematics
Literacy
Science
Information and Design Technology
History
Geography
Art
Music
Physical Education
Religious Education
Health
Citizenship
Personal and Social Education.

• giving children the time and opportunity to think,
talk, listen and be listened to in an uncritical
arena
• teaching children to respect the ideas and
opinions of others, to empathise and build on those
ideas…to be collaborative and to stand up for what
they believe in.

Visits
Visits help children to see the world around them and offer practical examples
that complement lessons. Over the last twelve months we have visited:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Charlecote Park
Coombe Abbey
St. John’s Museum
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery
Coventry Cathedral
St Mark’s Church, Milverton.

Building self-reliance
In Year 6 a residential trip to Marle Hall takes place to encourage independence,
sociability and self-reliance in the children… as well as be a fun experience.

New curriculum 2014
There will be a new national
curriculum at the end of 2014.
We are already preparing and seek
parents’ views on what they would
like included.
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Inclusion: a curriculum for all

Special Educational
Needs (SEN)
At Brookhurst Primary School we
value all children and recognise that at
some time any child may have a special
needs entitlement. We work closely
with parents and specialist services to
identify and assess pupils with a special
need. We provide monitored support to
match those needs, and training where
appropriate for all staff.
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SEN Forum
Parents are regarded as active partners
and are kept informed of their child’s
progress either informally or through
review meetings. We also hold an annual
SEN Forum which offers parents a
chance to meet and talk informally as
well as an opportunity to learn more
about the provision available for children
with SEN in school.

Access
Disabled pupils have access to all parts
of the single-storey school building, with
wheelchair ramps to all main entrances
and exits. Disabled toilet and shower
facilities are also available.

Recognising potential:
children who like a challenge

We also provide support for those
children who like more of a challenge,
and have shown an affinity for
specific subjects. These are often
pupils who have the potential to
achieve significantly beyond the
rest of their peer group, in one or more
areas of both curriculum and noncurriculum subjects.

For a child with special needs the right
school is vital, and Ania has found at
Brookhurst Primary School people she
can trust completely
Ania and Mark Kaiser live in Warwick with their daughters Lara,
eight and baby Olimpia who is nearly two.

Minimum disruption
For Ania and Mark, one of the most important aspects of any school
they chose for Lara was that it should have linked Infant and Junior
sections in order to accommodate Lara’s particular requirements. As
she has a range of special needs including difficulty with adapting to
new surroundings, they were anxious to ensure that she should have
as little disruption at possible, at least in her early school years.
“We looked at several schools but the Infant and Junior classes
were in different premises to each other and that would have caused
problems,” explains Ania. “When I heard about Brookhurst, and it
was recommended to me by other parents, I realised that it could be
the answer so we enrolled her there without a second thought.”

Complete trust
Ania concedes that not every school might have been able to offer
the same level of support, however, and she has nothing but praise
for the teachers who, with many years of experience in special needs
education, have played a major role in helping Lara to achieve what
she has. “Their knowledge and experience count for a great deal,
but it is also their calm, patient and empathetic approach which has
worked wonders. They have taught me a lot, too, and I trust them as
I would members of my own family. When you have a vulnerable child,
being able to trust someone to that degree is absolutely invaluable.”

The right setting with the right support
Lara has a Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) and was
allocated a Teaching Assistant to provide one-to-one help in the
classroom as well as speech and language therapy, and such has
been her progress that this support is now becoming less and less
necessary. “There is still someone there to help if she needs it and
she knows she can ask, but she has always been encouraged to work
on her own as much as possible and that has paid dividends. She is
keeping up extremely well and that convinces me that putting her
into mainstream education was absolutely the right thing to do.”
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Clubs and activities

Clubs
Early Birds at the Out
of Hours Club
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Runs from 7.50am until school starts.
This is a relaxed session with basic
activities such as drawing, colouring
or reading to enable the children to
fully wake up and prepare themselves
for the day ahead. For those children
who arrive at 7.50am we provide
breakfast which includes a choice of
cereal and/or toast accompanied by a
hot or cold drink.

After School Club at the
Out of Hours School Club
The After School Club opens from
3.30pm - 6.00pm. A small snack is
provided consisting of two types
of sandwiches, a mixture of fruit
and vegetables (apples, pineapple,
oranges, raisins, celery, cucumber,
and carrots), cheese, cheesy biscuits,
digestives a drink. This helps to get
the children through the rest of the
afternoon before they go home.

Activities
Activities change termly, but can include the following.
• Cross Country
• Athletics
• Football
• Music lesson
• Brookhurst Band
• Spanish
• Karate
• Cookery
• Netball
• Art
• Drama
• French
• Computer Club
• Tag Rugby
• Cricket
• Dance
• Lego Club

Kelly and Keith needed quality and
practicality, and they found both at
Brookhurst Primary School
Kelly and Keith Merritt live in Leamington Spa with their sons
Samuel, nearly five and Joseph, three.

“In Brookhurst we have found exactly what we
were hoping for”
“We actually moved to the area when Samuel was a baby, partly
because of the schools,” says Kelly. “Obviously we wanted a
recommended primary but we needed practicality, too, and in
Brookhurst we have found exactly what we were hoping for. Our
first impressions were of convenience, because it was within walking
distance, and we loved the huge open space for the children to use,
and the fact that it was so close to home meant that the boys would
be able to make friends locally. As we were also happy with the
academic performance results, all these factors were sufficient to
convince us that Brookhurst was a great choice.”

A world of opportunities
As far as the out-of-hours facilities are concerned, Kelly believes
that Samuel is benefitting in several ways. With activities and games
which he had not experienced before to take advantage of, as well
as the social interaction with both his peers and the older children,
she feels that his whole experience of school is a very positive one.
“He loves the chance to do something different and really enjoys the
company of the other children. Even in the Foundation Year he has
had loads of new experiences and once he joins Year One there will
be a wealth of opportuinities for him to explore, so we are more than
happy - and more importantly, so is he.”

Taking away the stress
There was one other significant factor in Kelly and Keith’s choice,
however, and that was the provision of the Breakfast, After-School
Club and Holiday Clubs. “As we both have to leave for work before
the school day starts, and frequently get home after it ends, being
able to use the wrap-around facilities is priceless,” Kelly says. “The
After School staff collect the children so it’s completely seamless as
far as we are concerned, and it certainly takes the stress out of the
day both Samuel and myself.”
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Admissions

At Brookhurst we understand the importance of
keeping children safe. The following paragraphs outline
our child protection procedures.

Applications
Applications to Brookhurst Primary should be made through Warwickshire
County Council. Parents are encouraged to visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
admissions or call the school admissions department on 01926 742037 or
01926 742047.

Visiting our school
14

To look around our school, please contact the school office on
01926 420051, or email admin2330@welearn365.com
You will be shown around the school by two of our older pupils and
then given time with the Headteacher to ask any questions that you may have.

‘Under the Education Act 2002 (Section 175), schools
must make arrangements to safeguard and promote
the welfare of children. Parent/carers should know
that the law (Children Act 1989) requires all school
staff to pass on information which gives rise to a
concern about a child’s welfare, including risk from
neglect, physical, emotional or sexual abuse. The
staff will seek, in general, to discuss any concerns
with the parent/carer, and where possible, seek their
consent to a referral to Social Care. This will only be
done where such discussion will not place the child at
increased risk of significant harm. Schools will seek
advice from Social Care when they have reasonable
cause to suspect a child may be suffering or likely to
suffer significant harm. Occasionally, concerns are
passed on which are later shown to be unfounded.
Parents/carers will appreciate that the designated
person for child protection was carrying out their
responsibilities in accordance with the law and acting
in the best interests of all children.’

Getting involved
Happy to help

“

Brookhurst greatly values the support of
parents in helping to run extra-curricular
activities such as after-school and lunchtime
clubs, fundraising events and in the classroom,
where Aparna is a regular and welcome
volunteer, helping the younger children with
their reading.
I am fortunate to have the time to do it and I really like to help out
in this way, I think it is an exceptional school and does such a good
job for the children that I feel it is only fair to make a contribution.
It is also friendly; the staff and the other parents I meet are
approachable and helpful and I have made a lot of new friends myself.
Even though my husband has to travel a lot with his job, I would not
consider moving Sakshi as is so settled.
Aparna Kashi, parent.

Governorship

“

The Governing Body has a general responsibility with
the Headteacher for running the school. Governors
have meetings regularly throughout the year and subcommittees meet to deal with specific areas.

Want to be a Governor?
If you are interested in becoming a school Governor
please call the school office for more details on 01926
420051, or email admin2330@welearn365.com.

Brookhurst School
Association

Brookhurst Parents’ Forum

Our very active parent-teacher association - of which
every parent is automatically a member - organises
many events throughout the school year.

If you are a parent or carer of a child at Brookhurst,
come along to the Parents’ Forum. It meets once a
term and is an opportunity to find out what’s going
on and to discuss school-related issues with staff
members.

Get involved

Get involved

The BSA successfully raises thousands of pounds each
year, all of which goes to enhance and improve the
educational environment for the children and school life
in general. To get involved visit http://mybsa.org.uk/

To get involved call the school office for
more details on 01926 420051, or email
admin2330@welearn365.com.
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Want to know what
we think of our school?

How to find us
Brookhurst Primary School
Ullswater Avenue
Leamington Spa
Warwickshire
CV32 6NH
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Telephone: 01926 420051
Fax: 01926 429899
Email: admin2330@welearn365.com

