
Eco Brick Afternoon 

 
Last Friday afternoon the whole school went off curriculum and embarked on a joint 

activity making Eco bricks out of the many 500ml bottles and a quantity of non-

biodegradable plastic they had collected. Children, parents, relatives and teachers all 

spent a very busy, relaxing and satisfying couple of hours cutting plastic and filling 

these bottles with plastic.  Our target weight was 167g for a completed eco brick and 

we are very pleased to report that we now have 60 complete bricks.  Many more bricks 

were partially filled and some children took them home to complete with others to be 

completed within classrooms when there is free time and Bo Club to complete as part of 

their meetings.  Many children and parents were inspired to make their own and please 

do – the more we make the better!  

There was a definite buzz around the school, everyone was actively involved and it was 

lovely to see so many parents and other relatives come in and work alongside the 

children and staff.  Despite the initial mess this soon was cleared as bottles were filled 

and enthusiastically brought to the scales to weigh. The afternoon certainly raised 

awareness about our use of plastic and the amount we use every day and the need to 

think seriously about its disposal. The purpose of the afternoon was not only to 

encourage parents to come in and work on an activity with their children but to raise 

awareness of waste and support the Zero Waste project which all Bo Link schools are 

undertaking this year along with partner schools in Bo, Sierra Leone.   Completed bricks 

will be used to create a planter at the Dy of the African Child in June and if we 

complete enough additional bricks, we can build our own structure here at Brookhurst. 

Take a look at some of the pictures from the afternoon: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

‘I loved spending time with my mum.’ -  Patrick 5AH 

 

‘I really enjoyed making eco bricks, it was really fun as we are saving more animals and 

helping the environment more’ - Natalia 6KH 

 

‘Awesome fun and great for the environment.’  - Holly 5AH 

 

‘It was amazing and a lot of fun.  It kept you well engaged.’ - Kanishka 6W 

 

‘Amazing how much plastic fits in 500ml bottles!’ - Lucie Hurst 5AH 

 

As well as the children’s opinions, your evaluations of the event are important to us.  

They have given us a crucial insight into your thoughts and feelings on the afternoon 

and any changes we can make going forward.  Most parents really enjoyed just spending 

time with their children in their classroom environment, watching them work together, 

communicate and succeed, whilst simultaneously enjoying the chance to be with other 

parents.   

 

Listed below are the comments with the top number of responses: 

 

What did you enjoy?  

 Taking part with my child in class 

 Seeing children in their classroom environment 

 Team work 

 Getting involved with the children and their friends 

 Lots of fun 

 

Is there any feedback you would like to give on the afternoon? 

 It was hard to understand the activity beforehand/needed more information 

 Having a goal for the children.  What would the bricks be used for? 

 The instructions weren’t very clear 

 Needs a clearer educational objective 

 

How could we improve the experience for our next collaborative learning event? 

 Having more plastic and some digital scales 

 

Do you have any suggestions for future collaborative learning events? 

 Activities to enhance the school environment e.g. sorting the spinney, litter 

picking, painting in planting bed area, gardening 

 Other recycling events  

 Something outdoors in nature 



 

Please take a look at the full summary of responses attached to the newsletter. 

 

We will endeavour to address the points made at our next collaborative learning event, 

trying to ensure that: 

 Clear Information is given beforehand 

 Enough resources are available, for both adults and children  

 There is a shared goal  

 

 

Thank you for making our collaborative learning experience such a success! I hope that 

the children have taken the message home about the high use and waste of plastics in 

our world.  Final message – keep on Eco Bricking! 

 

Mrs A Archer 

Parent Partner Champion 


