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Criteria Indicator Observations 

A1 
There is an effective subject leader 
for science 

This passionate and enthusiastic account provides ample evidence of 
your impact as a subject leader – as indeed does the whole application. 
Your energy (which I infer from the huge range of activities you have 
been involved in) is amazing, and you are clearly having an impact well 
beyond your own school. 

A2 
There is a clear vision for the 
teaching and learning of science. 

You worked collaboratively with colleagues to establish your principles; 
it’s good to read that you feel that this was a rewarding process that has 
had a significant impact on teaching and learning, and that you have 
been able to spread this approach to other schools. You present your 
principles as a word cloud (and, in the original version, as three short 
phrases); I wonder what the pros and cons are of this approach 
compared with more detailed phrases / sentences (there are several 
examples of how other schools have used their principles in the Subject 
Leadership section of the resources shared here, which you might find 
useful). You say that the principles are embedded in all schemes of work 
and that progression in skills, knowledge and understanding is evident, 
which is good to hear; perhaps some illustrative examples of how the 
principles have impacted on planning and how progress is planned for 
would support an analysis of impact.  

https://pstt.org.uk/who-we-are/partners/psqm
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A3 
The current School Development 
Plan has appropriate and active 
targets for science. 

It’s good to see that science has a specific mention on the SDP which 
helps to raise the profile of the subject. It’s also clear to see that work in 
science has been central to the achievement of other SDP priorities (the 
evidence in the portfolio is helpful here), and that progress towards SDP 
targets is monitored. Actions intended to extend links beyond the 
school are identified as a next step (though it is of course clear 
throughout the application that you have made huge efforts in this 
area). (I note that there is further evidence to support the impact of the 
principles in this reflection). 

A4 

There is a shared and 
demonstrated understanding of 
the importance and value of 
science to children's learning. 
 

There can be little doubt that science enjoys a high profile at the school. 
It’s good to see the emphasis you place on parental involvement; I get 
the sense that the community are very much behind the school. There 
are further ideas in the Communicating Science and Engaging Parents 
sections here that you might find useful. 

A5 
The science coordinator knows 
about science teaching and 
learning across the school 

A thorough monitoring system seems to be in place (the evidence in 
your SL log is very helpful here). It’s good to see that parents’ views are 
being considered and that you are sharing your monitoring practice in 
other schools. It might be useful to have some specific examples of 
steps you have taken to share identified strengths and to address 
weaknesses – I wonder what you have learned about effective 
monitoring and feedback during the last year. It’s good to read that 
team-teaching is taking place – again some examples to illustrate the 
impact of this on particular aspects of teaching and learning might be 
useful.  

B1 

Colleagues have had opportunities 
for CPD within science including 
training and support that increases 
their skills, knowledge & 
understanding 

Your CPD log reveals a comprehensive programme of CPD and extensive 
and significant involvement with other schools (you appear to have 
been very pro-active in supporting / learning from other organisations). 
Again, the collaborative nature of your work is evident here, with 
teachers being consulted about their CPD needs, for example. It’s great 
to see that you are making use of the bursaries offered by the National 
STEM Centre and making use of ReachOut CPD. In the portfolio you 
begin to analyse the impact of a specific CPD event in Year 4; perhaps a 
little more analysis of the impact of key CPD on teaching and learning 
would be useful (I wonder if there is a connection between CPD events 
and the focus of team-teaching). Overall though, I think this is a real 
area of strength. 

B2 
There is a range of teaching and 
learning approaches 

You mention a number of interesting approaches to teaching and 
learning including child-directed enquiry, stronger curriculum links and 
peer-teaching. I would welcome some more detailed analysis of the 
impact of these, perhaps through illustrative examples of children’s 
work (digging a little deeper than an observed impact on engagement). 
It’s great to see that you are sharing your expertise with other schools 
with demonstrable impact.  

B3 

There is a range of up-to-date, 
quality resources specifically for 
teaching and learning science. ICT 
is used both as a tool and as a 
resource for teaching 

This is another area of undoubted strength. Not only is science very well 
resourced in your school, but you are in a position to share resources 
with other schools which is fantastic (good to see you making use of the 
local high school in turn). Your pro-active (and energetic!) nature shines 
through again in terms of the bids you have completed and supported. 
The intervention tables sound great; it’s also good to see KS2 pupils 
being given some opportunity for leadership. Many PSQM schools seem 
to value the resources offered by the Royal Society of Chemistry and 
Explorify – do take a look if you are not familiar with these already. 

  

https://pstt.org.uk/who-we-are/partners/psqm
http://www.rsc.org/learn-chemistry
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C1 

All pupils are actively are engaged 
in their own learning and 
achievement; independently 
making decisions, answering their 
own questions, solving real 
problems. 

The use of ‘Big Questions’ appears to be supporting the development of 
independence in enquiry (I wonder if you use other approaches to 
support the children to raise their own productive questions). You 
provide a number of examples of ‘challenging problems’ – I think it’s 
fantastic that you have a Phiz Lab (which, again, is benefitting other 
schools in the partnership). It would be interesting to know more about 
the explicit teaching / progressive development of science skills across 
the school. A little more analysis of the impact of differentiation and 
home learning would be welcome.  

C2 

The purpose of science assessment 
is well understood and shared by 
the members of the school 
community. Assessment 
approaches are designed to fit 
those purposes. 

A range of approaches to assessment are clearly in place and it’s great 
that you are sharing these with others. There appears to be an 
emphasis on closing the gap with innovative and effective approaches 
to intervention. You mention approaches such as Phiz Lab observations 
and pre- and prior-assessment tasks which sound interesting – more 
detail and some analysis of impact would be welcome (are there 
examples of teachers adapting planning in response to these, do some 
teachers use them more effectively than others and how can this 
practice be shared, etc.). In your log you mention the moderation of 
books – I wonder whether you feel that judgments of attainment, 
including those made at the end of KS, are robust. PSQM schools seem 
to make increasing use of the TAPS resources, which may be helpful for 
auditing and developing your assessment practice going forward. 

C3 
Children enjoy their science 
experiences in school 

Children certainly seem to enjoy an enriched experience of science at 
the school – you provide some useful quotes in the portfolio backed up 
by evidence throughout the application. Great to see that the school 
council is involved in gathering pupil voice and that the children’s 
opinions are valued. I wonder how the opportunities for pupil 
leadership might develop in the future.  

D1 

Science supports other areas and 
contributes to maximising whole 
school initiatives while retaining its 
unique status 

Your approach to cross-curricular learning is impressive. The status of 
science as a core subject is confirmed, but it serves as a context for 
learning across the curriculum (great to see that you are sharing your 
approach with a wide audience). DO continue to think critically about 
the impact of these links on the learning of science – annotated 
examples of children’s work can be a nice way to illustrate this.  

D2 

There are clear links to outside 
agencies / organisations 
/communities to enrich science 
teaching and learning 

A lovely end to the application – all the very best of luck with your aim 
of spreading enthusiasm for science far and wide. Your Calendar shows 
a wonderful range of enrichment activities for all children – the link to 
Africa sounds fantastic (I can honestly say that I have never heard of the 
Glass in Society Project!). 

E General reflection if appropriate Thank you for sharing this contextual information. It’s great to see such 
passionate writing about the school and your role as subject leader.  

  

https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/assessment
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Overall comment  
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks for your application, Gillian – it was a pleasure to read. 
Your enthusiasm, pro-active nature and incredible energy shine through 
the application; you appear to have made a massive contribution to the 
development of science both in your own school and throughout your 
network. You have exploited (in a positive sense!) a huge range of 
opportunities to bring in funding, CPD and resources with demonstrable 
impact. Sometimes having so much to communicate can limit the space 
for analysis and at times I would have valued a little more in-depth 
analysis of the impact of your initiatives on teaching and learning (do 
keep asking critical questions about how we might know whether the 
approaches we use are leading to better learning). Overall though, this is 
a very impressive and indeed inspiring application. Congratulations on a 
well-deserved Gold Award and the best of luck for your future career. 

This submission meets 
the criteria for a PSQM 
Gold award 
 
 
 
 
 

Reviewer signature and date 
 

 
 
15/4/18 
 
Another very positive review.  Congratulations once again! 

 
Helen Sizer 
PSQM Development Leader 

 
 

 

 

 

 


