
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Skills 

 Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating. 

 Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear. 

 Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it. 

 Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that 

produced it. 

 Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases. 

 Asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them.  

 Setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests. 

 Making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 

measurements, using a range of equipment, including data loggers, using these results to 

present data.   

 Using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest 

improvements and raise further questions.  

 Identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas. 

 Using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings. 

Key Vocabulary 

 Sound Wave- the way which sound travels to the 

ear  

 Vibrations- the impact of the sound makes 
vibrations  

 Pitch- the quality of a sound depending on the rate 
of vibrations  

 Volume- the loudness or quietness of a sound  

 Echo- a sound that bounces  

 Vibrations- the movement of sound up and down 
through a medium  

 Noise pollution- harmful or annoying levels of noise  

 Insulate- materials use to quieten sound.  

 

Year 4 Spring 1- Sound 

Science 

Key Questions 

 What is sound?  

 How does sound travel? 

 How do we hear sound? 

 What makes pitch change? 

 What makes volume change? 

 What is an echo? 

 How can we protect our ears? 

 

 

Recommended Reads 

 Horrid Henry Rocks 

 Science encyclopaedia  

 

Why not try this at home? 

 Go on a sound walk- go on a walk and list all the sounds you can hear. Listen carefully, some of 

the sounds might be very quiet!  

 Make your own string telephone- Google how to do this! 

 Have a go at making a string instrument, having strings that make different pitches.  


