
 

 

 

 

 

The following provides information on what we hope to be covering in Literacy and Maths over the next few 
weeks. Please do not worry about any of this, we do not expect you to start teaching it to your child. We will 
provide lots of activities around these topics for your child to do and guidance on how to introduce and 
explain everything to them. There is a lot here and it cannot possibly be done in a short space of time, so 
please don’t worry if we don’t mention some of it for a couple of weeks.  Remember, it is just for your 
information.  
 

Literacy 
 
Over the next few weeks we will be focussing on Traditional Tales in Literacy. These will include stories such 
as Little Red Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk and The Three Little Pigs. Some ideas we will be suggesting 
that you may like to try include: 
 

 reading these stories to your child 
 asking your child to retell the stories in their own words to you, or their teddies 
 acting the story out, as a family or using toys as the characters 
 drawing a story board for the story 
 thinking of alternative endings for the story or extending the story. What if the wolf came back to the 

three little pigs and said sorry. Could they all be friends? 
 talking about similarities between the stories. Usually there is a ‘baddie’,who is it in Little Red Riding 

Hood? What about in The Three Little Pigs? 
 

Language is an important part of these stories. What story language do you know? Maybe have a think about 
how stories like these start and end. Could you think of a different way to start a story?  
 
Describing words are also important as it helps us to ‘picture’ things in our minds. A’ wood’ can become a 
‘big dark wood, with tall trees waving their green leaves high above me’ with just a few extra describing 
words. Those describing words also make the story more interesting for the reader or listener.  

 
 

Maths 
 
Over the coming weeks we will be learning about: 
 

Money: 
 

Recognising different coins and their values. This will start with 1p and potentially go up to £2 coin.  
 
Adding coins together to find a total amount.  It is important for the children to understand the value of 
each coin so they don’t just count the number of coins. If this can be done visually with the actual coins it 
can help. We may start with something like 
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 1p + 2p =  
 
It is also important for the children to add the ‘p’ sign to their answer. We know from years of experience 
that including a ‘p’ in number can sometimes throw the children a little, but it is important they understand 
they are adding money. Don’t be surprised if your child is able to add 1 and 2 but when a ‘p’ is added it 
suddenly becomes a totally impossible question.  Reassure them it just shows you know you’re counting 
money rather than bananas or smelly socks! 
 
Finding the right amount of coins. This can be done by setting up a shop (toys, snack, cafe) so the children 
can ‘pay’ for the goods. If something is 3p which coins will be needed? How many different ways are there 
to make that amount? 
 
Giving change.This can also be done in the shop. If the apple is 2p and you pay with a 5p, how much change 
will you get? 
 
 

Shape 
 

As you will be aware, we are learning about 3d shapes and the properties of each shape.  
 
 

Doubling, Halving and Sharing 
 

This is a very basic first introduction tomultiplication and division. This is great to do through play and simple 
games so the children don’t even know they are learning.  We will provide a range of different activities, 
through which the children willbegin to learn some of their doubles up to 10 (and understand them, rather 
than learning them by rote).  Halving and sharing is another great one to make games with - sharing pizza 
(equally) with family, sharing a cutup apple with teddies, or giving half the lego bricks to your brother, sister 
or teddy. 
 
 

 
 

 


